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HISTORY OF THIRD 
' 

PARTY MOVEMENT { 

From the St. Louis Globe. 
This is a period of great partisan per- 

tuileatiun. Seldom have so many bolls in 
conventions so many seisms of illff rent 

sorts of parties, and so much independent 
voting taken place as have occurred n 

(the pas; few years. About half a dozen 

ytars ago the populist party appeared, 
dr w heavily from each of the two organ- 
izations—from the republicans principal- 
ly In the west and from the democrats in 

the south—and now that party has vir- 

tually mtirged itself 1m the democracy, 
leav'ng orvly & small faction, the "m ddie- 
of-th -road” men as an Independent or- 

ganization. Bolts took place in the ne- 

publloan, democratic and prohibitionist 
conve ntions in 1896, and the populist par- 
ty split on» vice-presdin't, the larger ele- 
nient rustng win 'tree aeinu«amio nunci, 

and the smaller faction supporting the 
head of that ticket, but putting up a can- 

didate e»f its own for vice-president. In 
several eta tee in 1897 the fusion was con- 

tinued, and the probability is that tt will 
maintain In 1900, which will mean oho 
absorption of the larger element of tine 

populists by the democracy. Appar- 
ently, also, the gold democrats who 
bolted the Bryan ticket In 1896, the ma- 

jority of them acting with the republican 
party dulling that year's canvas's, and 
the rest of them supporting nominees of 
ithf'lr own, are d/rlftlng back to their old 
party. The future of the elemtwt of the 
republicans who rejected their party's 
gold standard policy In 1896 and went 
to the democracy is uncertain, but the 
probability is that most of th. m will oan- 
'tinue theAr new affiliation in 1900 if silver 
is th? issue in that year. 

Independent movements in the muni- 
cipal elections In Chicago and New York 
t"ok place In. 1897. In 1897, also, the 
prohibition candidate for state tiias- 
urer in Pennsylvania obtained 119,000 
votes, while the normal prohibition volte 
in that state Is about 20,000. The man- 

agement of their party was objectionable 
to tens of thousands of republicans, and 
nearly 100,000 of them, as a protest 
against the machine, veted the prohibi- 
tion 'ticket. On a large and constantly 
Increasing element of the voters party 
'ties 'those days Sit 1'ghtly. In this ar- 

ticle the more important Independent or 
"third" party movem-nts from the be- 
ginning of the country's history will be 
mentioned, and their causes and conso- 
qlienees set forth, 

In the popular mlr.d John Rnndolph 
does not ordinarily figure In the role of a 

partisan Independent, although his pro- 
pensity to quarrel with everybody with 
whom he had any conmec:Ion and to get 
on the outside of the parties with which 
he affiliated Is well known. Yet Ran- 
dolph head d the first bolt which took 

Slaoe after party lines became fairly 
rawn In 'this country. The bolt took 

place In 1806. The Ninth congress met 
bn Dec. 2, 1805, and President Jefferson 
tent his annual message on the 3d, in 
which he assumed a wat likei tone against 
Spain on account of her aggressive action 
against the United States on the ques- 
tion of the boundary of Florida, which 
region belonged to Spain until 1821. On 
th» 6th he sent a eneret message, 9n 
which he urged an appropriation to ef- 
fect a suttlemen* of the troubles with 
Spain. Both meterage* were referred to 
the ways and nvans committee, of which 
Randolph was the chairman. Randolph 
disliked Jefferson and Madison, the lat- 
ter of whom was were lory of state, and 
who, with Jefferson's support, was con- 

side red In the direct ‘‘lime of succession” 
to the presidency. Randolph wanted 
James Monroe to be nom nated in 1808, 
at the end of Jefferson's s cond term, 
instead of Madison. 

On March 6, 1806, Randolph, In 'in of 
the bittflreet speeches ev,r made In con- 
gress by himself or anybody else, formal- 
ly declared war on the- administration. 
In opposing a resolution for prohibiting 
th,e importation of British goods, in re- 
taliation f-or Pitt's attack on the United 
States carrying trade, Randolph asked, 
contemptuously, “Is th!« a measure if 
the cabinet?” and answered that he did 
not mean of "an open, declared cabin1 t, 
but of an invisible, Inscrutable, umcoui'tl 
tut'onal cabinet, without responsibility, 
unknown to the constitution I” “I speak,” 
he said, “of back stairs influence, of mem 
who bring meesag s to this house which, 
although they do not appear on Its jour- 
nals, govern its decisions. • • • bike 
all true, political quacks you deal only in 
nantimns and no trums. • • * And 
where are you going to send your pol tl- 
cal panacea/—resolutions and handbills 
excepted, your sole arcanum of govern- 
ment, your king curt-all? To Madrid? 
No! You are not such quacks as not to 
know where the Shoe, pinches. • • • 

After shrinking from the Spanish Jachal, 
do you presume to bully the British 
Hon?” 

This terrific arsault on the Jefferson 
administration put Randolph outs de of 
the republican (democratic) party, and 
produced what was called the revolt of 
the Quids, the first break which occurred 
In the republican ranks. The term was 
from the Latin words tertium quid, or 
“third something." Thus they were dls1- 
tingulshed from the two groat par ies, 
'the republicans and federalists. About 
half a dozen republicans followed Ran- 
dolph out of their party. The quids n v- 
never became a national party, although 
the r< publican enemies if Jefferson who 
did not go Into the federalist party, In 
the few states In which they existed, 
went under that designation. They 
warred first against Jefferson and then 
against Madison,, supporting the federal- 
ists in their opposition to the embta-go, 
and the gen ral restrictive system of the 
republicans. When Madison put Monroe 
Into his cabinet, however, on April 2, 
1811. as secretary of state, and thus ac- 
knowledged Monroe as hi* political heir, 
the ultimate reason for the quid*’ exist- 
ence disappeared, and they dropped 
back into the republican ranks. 

The ear 11 st of all the third parties, 
however, which formally put a presiden- 
tial ticket In the field, was the Anti-Ma- 
sonic party. Wili am Morgan, of Ba- 
tavia. N. Y.. a member of the Masonic 
order, who threatened to riveal Its se- 

crets, was spirit'd off to Niagara, In 1826. 
and a body soon afterward was found 
in the river below the falls, which some 
of his friends asstrted was his. The 
crime was attributed to the Masons, 
great exc'tenvnt was created throughout 
the country, and a party was formed 
in New York. Pennsylvania, Vermont 
and several other states which aimed to 
exclude Masons from, all political offices. 
The erusadt soon etifeired national poli- 
tics. The Anti-Masonic party had a 

national ticket In the field in 1832, con- 
sisting of William Wirt, of Maryland, 
for president, and Amos Etl maker, of 
Pennsylvania, fo,r vice-president. It 
carried only one state, Vermont. Imme- 
diately afterward l't disappeared from the 
national stage, though as a local organ- 
ization ft lingered In several states for 
a few years longer. 

The second of the minor parties which 
can be said to have had a national or- 
ganization was the liberty par ty, and It 
partierpated In two presidential can- 
vasser—1840 and 1844. Unlike the Anti- 

Masonic party, It never received an elec- 
toral vote. It turned the scale in one 
election, how.ver, 1844, and had far 
great'-er effect in politics than had the 
quids or the Anti-Masons, for *t repre- 
sented a principal, opposition to human 
slavery, which made morality and civ- 
ilization its allies, and 'time was on Its 
side. James G. Birney was its presi- 
dential candidate each year. 

Next on the roll of (he. minor organ- 
izations wa® the free soil party. It was 
a successor to the liberty party, but had 
a less radical programme—the exclusion 
Of slavery from the territories. It par- 
ticipated In th presidential canvass?.'' of 
1848 and 1853, in the earlier of which 
year's tts ticket was ex-Preeident Martin 
Van Buren, of New York, and Charles 
Francks Adams, of Massachusetts, and in 
the later year it was John P. Hale, of 
Now Hampshire, and Geo. W. Juliani, of 
Indiana. Van Buri*n'.s vote was 291,263 
and Hale's 156,149. The r aeon why 
Van Buren’s vote in 1848 was much larger 
than Halt ® was four year® Hater was 
that many democrats voted for Van 
Buren who had no especial sympathy f r 

the frele soil movement, but wanted to 
wreak reve nge on Cass, the regular dem- 
ocratic candidate in 1848, who was large- 
ly responsible for Van Bunen's def ait 
for the preBld' ntlal nomination in the 
d moeratic convention of 1844. They 
beat Case by taking enough votes away 
from him In New York to give that state 
and the election- to Taylor, the whig nom- 
inee. Before 1852 most of those persons, 
thetr vengeance being gratified, were 

back to the democratic party. This 1s 
the principal reason why Hale'-s vote 
was fhr smaller than Van Bure’s. 
George- W. Julian, who was on the tick- 
et with Hale, la still alive. He Is the 
most distinguish'd survivor of the old 
anti-slavery leaders. 

The greatest of all the nativietle par- 
ties, and the only owe -which had any 
national importance, now appeals. Thi" 
was the know-notlilng party, whch in 
1856 nominated ex-Presldent Millard Fill- 
more for president, and Andrew Jadkeon 
Don-Jeon, of Tenn-.ssee, for vice-presi- 
dent. It polled 874,534 votes, and cam 
ried Maryland. The know-nothing par- 
ty in 1854 and 1856 swept many state® in 
Btaite canvass® but It never took part 
in a presidential election, (xcept that-of 
1866. It® erted was hostility to for- 
eigners, especially Roman Catholics. 
Many parties on the same general lines 
appear d before and since the know- 
nothing party, the American Protective 
as® -ciiatloin of recent yeans among them, 
but none of th- m- was- so widely extend- 
ed or exert d so much Influence. In 1856 
the know-nothing party’s official name 
was the American party. Several time® 
l-n the past quarter of a century parties 
bearing this name have put up pr slden- 
tial tickets, but' they attract'd no popu- 
lar attention, and thetr vote was so small 
that it Is effceh omitted from the election 
figures In 'the political almanacs. 

One more minor organization, the con- 
st tutloraal union party, appeared b'fore 
the wair. It waa composed of old whigs 
who had held aloof, after the death of 
their party in 1854, from both the repub- 
lican and the democratic partlee, of x- 
k nowanton hi ngs, and of th? ultra conserva- 
tive elements of both the great parties, 
who thought the burning Issue of the 
day could be settl d by Ignoring It. Thus 
In Its platform It declared vaguely fSctr 
"the eonltl’tuiticm of the country, the 
union of the state® and the enforcement 
of the laws.” The constitutional union 
party’s only canvass was that of I860, 
and if® ticket was John B-11, of Ten- 
nessee. and Edward Everett, of Massa.- 
chnwe'ts. Despitei Its lack of principle® 
and of emorete ix>U<cy, It carried three 
state®, all on the b-erd- r line of the slave 
reglotr—Virginia, Kentucky and Tonne®- 
s i»—roll'ng up a popular vote of 589,581, 

'and' an electoral vote of 39. Douglas, 
the candidate of the northern faction of 
the d mocrats in the same canvass, had 
less than a third of as many elecdoral 
vote®—12—but he* had more than twice1 
a' many popular votes—1,375,157. 

Omitting the liberal republican party 
of 1872, and the national democratic 
party «f 1896, there have been four 
"third” panifcs since the war—the pro- 
hibitionist, the greenback, the labor and 
the popul st. The liberal republican par- 

ty was a bolting faction of the repub- 
licans, who wire In alliance with the 
d moo racy in 1872 through the accept- 
ance of their ticket—Horace Greely, of 
New York, and B. Gratz Brown, of Mis- 
souri—by the' latter party. After the 
election of 1872 abut a third or a fourth 
of the libtral republicans remained with 
the democracy, and the rest of them 
drifted back to the republican parly. 
The national democrats, who nominated 
Palmer and Buckner, were the cons rw 
alive, element of their party, but were 
put in the category of bolters by the 
circumstance that the radicals were 
larg.lly In the majority, and selected a 
ticket and a pla tform which the. nationals 
refused to supp-rt, In1 the state elec- 
tions of 1897, however, many of the 
national d. mocrats began to do what the 
liberal republicans did in 1873 and 1874— 
swing back to (ihelr old party. Thti 
probabilities are that in 1900, whatever 
the platform Of ihe element now In con- 
trol of the machin ry of the democracy 
may b“, there will bo only one party in 
tli held having the democratic name. 

The prohibition organization has par- 
ticipated in more than twice as many 
presidential canvasses as the longest liv- 
ed of the other "third” panties. Making 
its appearance on the national stage !in 
1872. it has nominated a pres’d'erotlal tick- 
et in every canvass of the past quarter 
"i a c* ti ury, oegmniing wi n ma t year. 

In 1896 th“ disruptive forces which split 
the two gerat parties divided the prohi- 
bitionists, but the element which clung 
to the name, the macth'nery and the tra- 
ditions of the party polled the larger vote 
Thus the prohtblttlon party has partici- 
pated In eeven presidential canvasses. 
The greenback party, which took part In 
three, ranks mtxt tb ihe prohibition par- 
ty in the scale of longevity among the 
minor organizations. From the begin- 
ning of Its career along until 1896 there 
was a steady Increase in thep rohlbltlon 
vote, hut in that year It was only about 
two-thirds as great as it was in 1892. 

The other minor parties—greenback, 
labor and populist—were, In their general 
features, of the same political type. All 
of them, but the labor and the populist 
particularly, aimed at the enlargement 
of the functions <<f the government for 
the protection of labor. All of them— 
for the greenback party in 1880 did this— 
declared for the. free coinage of silver. 
All of them wanted currency to be Issued 
directly by the government, and to de- 
prive banks of this function, and all of 
them desired the abolition of the national 
banking system. This government cur- 
rency (greenback) principle gave the 
name to the first of these three parties. 
It called Itself the national or the Inde- 
pendent national party, but the green- 
back was its popular designation. The 
gref aback party participated In the pres- 
idential ejections Of 1876, 1880 and 1884, Its 
presidential candidates In these years, 
respectively, being Peter Cooper, Jam's 
H. Weaver and Benjamin P. Butler. 
Coopir’s vote wits, In round figures, 82.- 
000, Weaver’s 307,000 and Butler’s 133.000. 
The irni'run labor party, which wa.» in a 
certain sense, the successor of the green- 
back party, figured In the canvass of 
1888, its presidential candidate being 
A1arson J. Streeter, who?? vote was 147,- 
000. Neither the greenback nor the labor 
party ever received an electoral vote. A 
united labor party (singletax) was in the 
ft*'3d in 1888, but It polled only 21,000 Voiles. 

Greater than either of its two predeces- 
sors In numbers and Influence was the 
populist par;y, which entered the nation- 
al arena In 1892. Its presidential candi- 
date in that year, James B. Weaver, 
was the greenback standard lrearer of 
1S80, but in thiei canvass of 1892 he re- 
ceived over three tim-s as many votes 
as in the earlier year, 1,041,028. He car- 
ited Colorado, Idaho, Kansas and Ne- 

| vada, ami obtained one electoral vote 
I In North Dakota, and one In Oregon, or 
•twenty-two in all. The populist popu- 
lar vote! was the largest ever polled by 
any third party in the country’s hlstlcry, 
and Its electoral vote was the greatest 
ever obtain d by a minor party except 
by the constitu tional unionist In 1860. 'In 
1896 the populist party fused with the 

temocracy, accepting the Chicago ticket, 
ut framing a platform of Its own. One 

faction, however, rejected the Chicago 
nominee for vice-president, and Rut ur 

an independent candidate. The p'pul'st 
party's future to uncertain, but its fu- 
sions In j'ODie of tire states in the elec- 
tions of 1897 with 'Lhe democracy, tn 
which, as In 1896, Its identity was lost 
In the larger organization, port; mils that 
its career as an independent party is 
ended, and that in 1900 there will have to 
be a new alignment of the radical ele- 
ments. CHARLES M. HARVEY. 

VALUE-OF HORSE THIEVES. 

Since the Introduction of Trolly Cars Their Num- 
ber Decreased. 

From the Washington Star. 
Horse 'thieves, said the philosopher In 

one of his lectures to >his class, are bad 
in whatever light you take them. They 
demoralize the moral sense of the com- 

munity, besides making people walk in- 
stead of ride, 'and they don’t half take 
care of the horses after 'they get them. 
A horse thief will steal a. hundred dollar 
horse, ride him nearly to death and then 
sell him for $12 and a drink, all of which 
is calculated to wound the pride and self 
respect of the animal to a hurtful ex- 
tent. 

Some years ago bt Tore trolley cars 
came In and beared the horse market 
there were numerous crowd's of organ- 
ized horsefhl^ves In the wild and woolly 
wist, who, when not engaged In the seri- 
ous occupation of horse lifting, varied 
their afternoons by little stage robberies 
and Incidental murders. One of t'ltese 
outfits in the neighborhood of Deadwood 
became especially annoying to the au- 
thorities and to those citizens who were 
happy or unhappy In the p./ssess4on of a 

pony. Finally patience ceased to be a 

virtue and the orders came from head- 
quarters to the marshal of the district 
to organize a posse and bring the gang 
In so that retrlbuition could be meted 
out. In a Bhort time the department of 
Justice was Informed that the posse had 

I been formed, had gone on the hunt and 
had returned with three prisoners, who 
were turned over to the authorities and 
whose fate Is not set down in legend or 
song. 

After a time, however, the department 
here was grieved by receiving without 
explanation a bill readihg ‘‘the United 
States government, dr., to the Deadwood 
posse, $12,000 for the expenses »f catch- 
ing ihree horse thieves.” Although with 
h doubting mind the department Eeut the 
bill to the treasury department. The 
treasury did not spend a moment In 
doubling, but with a promptitude anil a 
harshness born of long experience .turn d 
the bill down; In fact, turned it upside 
down. The auditor did not content him- 
self with a turn-down, but added pome 
American language about people who 
wanted $4,000 apiece for catching every- 
day horse ihleves, when the variety 
could be picked up any day on the roa.1 
for $10 a head. The auditor closed with 
some uncomplimentary allusions to a de- 
partment that would send up such ac- 
counts. The department of justice fe’.t 
even more grief at this rebuke than at 
the receipt of the original bill and sen: u 
friend of mine, who was in the service, 
out to innentlgate the a count. 

This man went out to ihe Deadwood 
neighborhood with a mind filled with 
prejudice. Primarily he objected to an 
extravagant valuation on horse thiev:8, 
end secondarily he had his opinion of 
a posse that, starting out to round-up n 
gang of horse thieves, only succeeded in 
capturing three. Thirdly, he did not 
want to go to Deadwood at all. At any 
rate, he began to take testimony. 

His first inquiries consisted of an In- 
formal talk with the (big leader of the 
posse, and what he learned went some- 
thing like this: 

“How many members were there to 
that horse thief gang?” 

"Well, about twenty-five.’* 
"And you captured three?” 
"Yes, we put three of them In jail.” 
“Have the rest of the gang been giv- 

ing any trouble slnoe then?'* 
“Well, no, they haven't troubled us 

none.'* __,. v 

"Then you must have captured the 
leaders?" 

“No, can’t say they was. The three 
we 'brought in didn't amount to much; 
they’ only cooked and carried water for 
the res:.” 

"TJmph.” 
That closed the first round, and after 

light refreshments the inquiry took a new 
line, the enan from the department hav- 
ing taken on some additional prejudice 
regarding the case. 

“Well, how many were there in that 
posse of yours?” 

"Stranger, there was just twenty- 
four.” 

“TJmph! Five thousand do'lars apiece. 
How long were you out?” 

“We was out exactly twelve days.” 
“Whew! Or.e thousand dollars a day.’* 
“We’ve got to get at this thing some 

way. What did you do the first day?’* 
"Well, we rode and trailed.'' 
"And 'the second—” 
“That day we surprised the horseys 

in camp. 
"Did you fight?” 
"Well, we fit some." 
"Were any of the thieves hurt?” 
“Some six oif them were shot up coiv» 

slderable.” 
“Killed?” 
'We burled them.” 
“The third day?” 
“We rode like h—1.” 
"Tihe next—” 
“We came onto the hoiseys as they 

was crossing a ford.”' 
“Any thieves hurt?” 
“We buried five of them afierwaids.” 
“The fifth day?” 
"We trailed and huntedi horseys sep« 

arately.” 
“Any fighting?” 
"Well, there was considerable shoot- 

ing and cutting. T believe five of thbna 
was ready for the resurrection.” 

“What about the sixth day?” 
“That day we got the drop on six of 

them in a-canon and had ’em tied (befor# 
they knew it.” I 

“What did you do with them?” 
‘Well, stranger, the boys hanged therrt 

six. Rcdng an officer of the govern- 
ment. of course i didn't take no hand ir» 
it. but kept my back turned until it was 
all over. The next day we caught the 

| last three. They threw up their hands 
soon as we got in shooting mage. The 
boys was going to hang them, too, buC 
I said ‘No! No, sirree,’ I said. The 
United States government has sent yotl 
out. to catch these horse thieves; th^ 
United Slates government is paying goort 
wages, and1 expenses, and I’ll be d—a 
if the United States government shan’t) 
get something for its money. Thess 
three horse thieves goes quietly baok to 
jaill; besides.’ I says. They ain't no regu- 
lar horse thieves, anyway, they’s only 
cooks and watermen/ Then we rodA 
peaceful back to cunfp, being 200 milea 
therefrom.”1 

My friend was a little weak by thlrt 
time, but he managed to continue. 

“Wasn’t anybody in your party hurt?’* 
"Oh, yes. Wo was all considers bis 

shot and cut up.’* 
“Anybody killed?” 
“Fourteen of the boys was killed out- 

right and two has died since then.”' 
“What was your idea of disposing 

of the *12.000 you have asked?” 
“Well, the boys thought the survivors 

ought to get about t2S apiece tor their 
services, and that the wldders and al- 
pha ns ought to take the rest. 

“Colonel, will you take a drink?” 
“Some!”' 
Then the man from the department 

sent a telegram to his thief saying that 
the Deadwood bill was all right and 
that the auditor was an jibs. 

The philosopher said he did not know 
whether the moral of his story wa» that 
treasury auditors did not know ah muca 
as they thought they did. or that hors* 
thieves were worth more dead than alivoj 

$50 A LOT—MUST SELL. 
Take your choice of large 

West End lots for $50. Pret- 
tiest of the suburbs. Terms 
easy. G. P. Moore, Roden 
Building. 
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